
32    The Research Experience

service posted on Yelp.com. Investigating people’s belief in the validity of such reviews 
(and whether they had ever written a review themselves) and more broadly in the validity 
of information on social media might make an interesting research project. What these 
examples indicate is that ideas for research surround us. Some very good research projects 
come from observations of daily life.

Ideas: Academia and Media

COURSES  Before starting a course in research methods, students may have taken one or 
two introductory survey courses and possibly one or two more advanced content courses 
(i.e., courses that focus on a defined domain within a particular discipline). If students 
are majoring in psychology, such content courses might be in personality, social, or health 
psychology. In human development, these courses might focus on individual differences or 

FIGURE 2.2	 Sources: The Student Sphere
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